
Minutes of Isle of Wight AONB Partnership Steering Committee Meeting 
Tuesday 08 December – Brading Roman Villa 

 
Present: 
 
Denis Russell    Chairman 
Richard Grogan   Vice Chairman/Nature Conservation Portfolio Holder 
Tony Tutton    Coastal Portfolio Holder  
Geoffrey Case    Farming and Landowning Portfolio Holder 
Mike Carr    Community and Parish Portfolio Holder 
Carol Flux    Rural Business Portfolio Holder 
Vicky Basford    Historic Environment Portfolio Holder 
Wendy Perera    Isle of Wight Council 
Councillor John Hobart  Isle of Wight Council 
Councillor Julie Jones-Evans  Isle of Wight Council 
Fiona Hanna    AONB Lead Officer 
Joel Bateman    AONB Communication Officer 
Mark Buckett    AONB Planning Officer 
Carrie McDowell   AONB Assistant 
 
1) Apologies 
   
 Helen Rawlinson  Natural England 
 John Hague   Recreation Portfolio Holder 
 Liz Walker   Tourism Portfolio Holder 
 
 Concern was expressed about the lack of an attendee from Natural England, especially 
 as the dates are circulated well in advance, and decisions cannot be made if the meeting 
 is not quorate.  FH has made contact with Natural England to discuss the  funding bid for next 
 year, and as a result of these telephone discussions, they have agreed this meeting will still 
 be quorate.  It was agreed a letter should be written on behalf of the Steering Committee, 
 expressing their disappointment at the non-attendance of Natural England, especially as they 
 are a core funder. 
 
 Action   FH to draft letter to Natural England 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Councillor Jones-Evans, who has been officially appointed as IW 
 Council representative on the Steering Committee, together with Councillor John Hobart.   
 Official deputies are Councillors Vanessa Churchman and Paul Fuller.  
  
2) Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising 
 
 The minutes were accepted as a true record of the proceedings of the last meeting. 
 

Meeting on disease resistant elms   
This took place on 11 November, and JB is currently putting together a project plan on 
how to move this forward, which will be submitted to the Steering Committee when available. 
 
Action  Project plan available for next meeting 
 
Feedback on meeting with Licensing regarding events in the AONB 
This was a very positive meeting, centred round a number of issues regarding the Isle of Wight  
Act.  There are limitations on what can and cannot be taken into account, and what is and is not 
appropriate for us to comment upon, and it has been agreed that Licensing will consult us at an  
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early stage.  Our comments will be linked to crime and disorder, highlighting potential  
contraventions of any legal requirements relating to historical environment, hedgerows and  
wildlife in the AONB.  This will allow us to consult with other relevant organisations within the  
Partnership, and avoid last minute negotiations.  The meeting felt we should obtain confirmation  
from Licensing that clearly sets out the procedure to be followed i.e. how much notice we should  
be given, and how many days we have to provide a response. 
 
Action  FH to liaise with Licensing to clarify procedure regarding 

 consultation on events in the AONB 
 
Digital Mapping 
Work on GIS has proved more time-consuming and difficult than was first thought, although we 
have done some promising work with viewsheds.  These can be used to create 3D modelling to  
show the impact of planning applications such as the turbines proposed for Cheverton Down.  It  
is our intention to obtain quotations for additional training specifically tailored to our needs. 
This will be undertaken in conjunction with Planning Policy, and WP advised that match funding  
could be available from the Training budget.  Development of work on Management Zones will  
allow us to use the data to highlight the impact of climate change under different scenarios,  
looking at varied responses in specific areas e.g. managed retreat.  There is also potential to 
provide relevant information on applications to the Development Control and Planning Work  
Group. 
 
Couthy Butt 
The letters from the Partnership and the subsequent reply from the Local Authority were 
circulated to the meeting.  It was felt the reply did not answer the major question, which was  
why the Local Authority changed their minds, despite consistently refusing approval which was  
upheld at two appeals.  Concern was expressed about the ability of the Council to ensure the 
applicant would adhere to the conditions of approval, and the dangerous precedent this case  
sets for future development in the AONB.  The point was also made that if the AONB cannot 
be protected by enforcement, the application should not have been approved.  If the 
Local Authority are relying on enforcement to protect the landscape, this is contrary to the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act. 
 
A formal proposal was made that this issue should be put before Natural England, as a breach 
of the IW Council’s Duty of Regard to the AONB.  It was advised this would be the first case of 
its kind in England and Wales, and therefore very significant.  We need to consider whether this 
is the right case for such a formal procedure, which will have to be reported in next year’s  
Annual Review.  The proposal was seconded and a formal vote (Portfolio Holders only), was as  
follows:- 
 
For  - Five  
Against  - None 
Absentions  - Two 
 
Action  FH to contact Natural England and the Local Planning Authority 
  regarding this matter 
 
Atherfield 
MB contacted the relevant Planning Officer, who advised that two separate groups have had 
pre-application discussions regarding two separate schemes.  The first was a plan to demolish 
the existing buildings and replace these with holidays homes, which the Local Planning  
Authority (LPA) said might not be acceptable.  The second was to upgrade and modify the  
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existing buildings, which the LPA said had some potential.  Nothing further has been heard from 
either group. 

 
3) AONB Unit Update  
   

a) Financial  Report 
 
 Copies of this report were circulated to the meeting.  There is a current overspend on  
 salaries as we are not yet recouping the savings from maternity leave, but this will 
 balance out by the end of the year. 
  
b) Sustainable Development Fund 
 
 JB gave an overview of the eight projects which have been approved, of which two 
 have been completed, the remainder are underway, and the Fund currently has a 
 further £4,800 to spend before the year end.  It was agreed if no further suitable projects 
 are received, some funding could be switched to the Small Grant Fund, if it could be 
 allocated under that scheme. 
 
c) Update of Work Programme 
 
 As we are not yet at the end of the third quarter, the usual Natural England report was 
 not available.  However the AONB team are currently working on several projects 
 including the Regional Tourism project, where SEEDA have now provided funding for 
 Phase 1 of the project.  We are now producing an evidence base of potential tourism 
 projects or packages, to put forward for a further £1 million of funding for the South East  
 Region, of which approximately £100K will be available for the Island.  We have had a  
 good response from the relevant organisations, and have identified four suitable projects  
 which will be discussed at a Workshop to be held on 21 January 2010 at Quay Arts. 
 
 Following a meeting with the PFI team, the AONB have agreed to co-ordinate the  
 development of guidelines for use by PFI contractors.  These will combine pertinent 
 information regarding landscape, natural and historic environment considerations, and 
 should be drafted by March 2010.  It was pointed out that footpaths and bridleways are  
 not included in the PFI. 
 
 We are also linking with Medina High School in a cross-European  project on how  
 climate change affects choices, and its impact on areas of outstanding beauty.  A project  
 plan is being developed, and further details will be provided as they become available. 

  
4) Delivery Plan Progress 
 
 A report was circulated to the meeting, on how we are progressing with this year’s Delivery 
 Plan.  This identified items that have been completed, commenced, need moving to a new 
 timeframe or removed from the schedule.  It was noted the 50th anniversary of our AONB 
 designation is in 2013, and we will need to plan some events or projects to lead into these 
 celebrations. 
 
 A question was asked about areas of the Island becoming a Geopark.  It was advised that 
 colleagues at Dinosaur Isle are currently drafting the Local Geodiversity Action Plan (LGAP).  
 Further progress with a Geopark will be unlikely, until a co-ordinated approach to the Island’s 
 geology under the LGAP is more fully established. 
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5) 2010-2011 Grant Bid 
 
 A draft copy of the Grant Bid was circulated to the meeting, and FH advised the current 
 information from Natural England is that our funding will be at least 95% of the amount we  
 received in 2007/2008.  The current bid is based on the same amount of funding as this year. 
 
 A question was asked as to why AONBs did not received their funding from DEFRA, as was the 
 case with National Parks.  It was advised the administration process was different, and DEFRA  
 have delegated this responsibility to Natural England.  FH said the bid included an ambitious  
 work programme, but was achieveable; the meeting congratulated the team on producing a  
 good bid and expressed their support for the programme of work. 
  
7) Steering Committee Member Updates 

 
Historic Environment - nothing at this time 
 
Farming - several areas have expressed an interest in the provision of allotments, and have  
asked if these would be suitable within the AONB and/or whether eligible for funding under the  
Sustainable Development Fund.  We have already received a previous approach from  
Brighstone, and it was felt that potentially allotments could be supported, providing they were 
sited in the right place.  Concern was expressed they should not be sited too far from villages,  
as this would increase car use and potential impact. 
 
Coastal - recently attended a meeting with the Isle of Wight Council, which included their plans 
for Island beaches.  Shoreline Management Plans are progressing slowly, but the Environment  
Agency are now involved, and keen to keep to the relevant deadlines. 
 
The consultation process for the Eastern Yar Strategy is due to commence, and will include 
scenarios for ten, fifty and one hundred years into the future.   
 
Nature Conservation - attended a Green Infrastructure Workshop in Reading.  IW Council  
have just undertaken a survey to provide an audit of the unbuilt and undeveloped areas of the  
Island and how they contribute to recreation, entertainment and quality of life.  It is important we  
get on board with these discussions, especially as much of these areas are part of the AONB. 
The Pan development has brought into focus the importance of buffer zones between housing 
and the wider countryside, and data needs to be provided as to how we provision these for the 
future.   
 
Next year will be the International Year of Biodiversity and the IW Council, together with other 
organisations such as the Wildlife Trust, will be organising some events.  Perhaps this is 
something in which the AONB should be involved. 

 
 Councillor - would like to put on record that although the application for three large wind 
 turbines at Cheverton has been refused, the original planning permission for three smaller 
 turbines is still open.  If the applicant wishes to appeal, they must do so within six months. 
 
 Regional policy is clear that Planning Authorities have to consider the scale and capacity of 
 turbines, and their impact on the landscape.  They also have to judge each application on its 
 merits, rather than the policy in place when the original application on this site was approved.
 Planning Policy has moved on, AONBs now have much higher protection and Local Planning 
 Authorities now have a Duty of Regard regarding protected landscapes. 
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   Rural Business - work is being undertaken with regard to Island food production, and the IW 
 Council have signed a policy regarding the procurement of local food. 
 
 With regard to fallen stock, funding has been received from DEFRA and Leader to appoint 
 Consultants to take the Gatcombe proposal forward.  This will need to provide information on 
 areas such as the availability of stock, planning issues, types of incinerator and overall viability.  
 A question was asked about what would happen if the proposal was not viable.  If this proved to 
 be the case, it would be the responsibility of DEFRA to put in place a solid derogation policy or a 
 collection and delivery process.  It was not part of the brief to suggest alternative proposals. 
 
 Community and Parish - nothing at this time. 
 
8) Any Other Business 
 
 RG requested a meeting of the Development Control and Planning Work Group be arranged, to 
 discuss Couthy Butt and other outstanding enforcement issues in the AONB, together with 
 any detrimental activities that are taking place without permission.  If any members of the 
 Committee know of any planning issues that fall within these categories in the AONB, please 
 put them forward for discussion.  
 
 As there have been a number of changes to members of the Steering Committee, it was agreed 
 the current membership of the Development Control and Planning Work Group and other Work 
 Groups be reviewed, to see if any changes were required. 
 
 Action   Membership of Work Groups to be reviewed 
  
 The Marine and Coastal Access Bill is now law, and a question was asked about how this 
 would affect the AONB and Heritage Coast.  It was advised that most of the Island coastline 
 was already accessible, with the beach at Osborne currently the only area that could be made 
 accessible, as Newtown would be exempted due to its military use.  The Act appears to be 
 very generic and not specific, and could prove difficult in practice. 

 
Dates of Future Steering Committee Meetings 
 

 CM advised the date for July’s meeting has been changed to 06 July, as it clashes with next 
 year’s National AONB Conference. 
 
 2010 
 
 09 February  venue tba 
 11 May  venue tba 
 06 July   venue tba 
 05 October  venue tba 
 07 December  venue tba 
  
 All meetings will commence at 10.00 a.m. unless otherwise advised 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 12.35 p.m. 
 

cdm/11 Dec 2009 


